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hardly consider eighteen-pence per month a very exorbitant
house rent, especially for the comfortable accommodations just
described. All extras of repair and arrangement, if necessary,
were to fall on the proprietor, who had also to find us in water,
though subsequently out of our own free generosity we rewarded
the sun-burnt nymph who brought it daily from the well for her
laborious services.

In this domicile then we arranged ourselves and chattels, and
after partaking in common a morning meal of friendship with
the owner of the house and Mubarek, the latter took his leave
and returned home to Doweyrah.

He parted from us with a promise of supplying us with beasts,
and taking us on to Ri'ad. But he had no real intention of
doing so, it was merely a discreet evasion to avoid the discour-
tesy of a positive " I will not," or of its equivalent " I cannot."
Such unwillingness to appear unwilling is among Arabs a fre-
quent source of innocent deceptions, if deceptions indeed they
can be termed, like the "not at home," or " slightly indisposed"
of our own land; whoever has to do with Easterns should be
prepared for them, and take them good-naturedly. We were
now no novices in the country, and had already conjectured
that Mubarek was no more likely to keep his word than we to
take it Accordingly we tried other individuals, and hardly
had we been installed in our rooms than we began to seek right
and left the means of leaving them. But no one offered him-
self or his camels, while we, for our part, could not distinctly
see whence this reluctance arose. At last we resolved to apply
to Mohanna himself, with whose character we were as yet but
imperfectly acquainted, for our cautious neighbours and com-
panions had not entrusted to our untried ears all the details
with which my readers are already conversant; we only learned
them in process of time and through various channels.

With this intention we enquired what was the best time foi
visiting the governor, and were informed that, unlike Coriolanus,
his reception hours were before breakfast, namely, about sunrise
or not much later. So, on the third morning after our arrival,
we betook ourselves to his palace, with the intention of engaging
him to the friendly office of finding us guides and companions
for our journey to the 'Aared. Mohanna lived in the old castle,
situated in the north-east quarter of the town, and a little